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was one figure which fixed me attention more
than all other. It waa that "of a woman, net
old. but paat middle-li- e, and dreaerd is tbe
deepeat mourn. ng. She had rridentlr oace
pammaH oaoaiderahle beauty, that waa
all faded) aaw, bar era being the only feature
staining ane trace of her earlr loelmee.
And th e large, dark and brilliant, with a
worlc of aadseaa ia their depths looking out of
a face of ghaatlr pallor. Down the
win cheaka ahsoat ceaiea tear (eeraed to
hhre worn their deep furrow, tbe channel of
a grief wboee blttwawa thee roaM nat waab
awar
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anc fitr,e of its detail, cwrUvated
taate. and alao that ita to con- -

tend with the pinching pang of poTertr.
She waa all alone, anal aeita (mint

ociT, aa it
by her and, aad Mil ami la So eaU', ee deepty
moumrul, profoundly eowanag, abe drew

her by the (trcag magnetiam of her grief
I hare given frUa to bare been able
to concentrate all aympaty, ail coaealation. all

ear that which came only from the
into one weed, aad enf oldiac

one ia my arm, to whisper ft into tbe
ear that seemed so dead to outward impree- -

But feeling Una, two reateiaiaed me.
I knew nothing of woman nor hiatory, aad
conventional rule forbade me to approach a
etr .infer with svmpatirr forlier awhnima ana.
Aad th'ta we naearrl over (core of mile of oa
road thia woeaaa and I,
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neighbor, or any heaaaam or one. of the' .less nun
thronged of car child might wetl account fhe msh

theu haety dinner. mg which prostiated that deathly
sad woman and myaelf remained. She, isroon
and silent, and apparent! anconecioat of Mrs St. John had lone and
that was grdag around forgetful certarn ateath
phya.cal need, of hunger, or maacle weaned
y long ; i wwakaag aawtst tae empty

car for reet, aad eating tbe delicate lunch,
fruit white cakes, that was to aw ambro-
sia compared to ateamine dian-- r which mt

: ir. trje rrouev s's- -

am of aa ikiiam for
epaakiag to her. I had aaaaething tangible to
oner ner a ermine, more real toan my wear in
lee svaBpathy I could not hare, aad I ap-
proached with the little baaket aad its snowy
napkin, tha ermhrined my white cakee, and
ruby trawbemes, and rm --pie raspberries,
daintily arraagad, and farming a pretty enough
picture ta tempt an epicure.

" Do take some- .- t Hid. I am (are you
mitt be hungry, aad cakes ware made, and
tbe fruit arranged by the hands of a dear
mo far ber wail beiseed eaaad."

At first ahe oak up wondennglT.
ook bar head. 'Evidently ahe acarcelv i

preh'n ied more than that aoaae dtfturbiag
bad ln erpoaed between ber and her

rompjc ef Bat whea I renewed my en--
treaties abe thanked me with a smile a eery
phan'oBi cf a smile it waa and partook (par- -
itty of tbe delicate dantiea I offered her. And
when 1 ban tbe silver cup. drawn from
my ba.akat, wi leo-eo- water ahe drank that,
aad thanked me with a do her eaaile. aad a few
w cTds IB a voace very low aad sweet.

She waa evidently' gra'efu! taeae little
a to eron

is pair and grotipa. with ouch loud Ulkisg.
asd she drew down her rail and waa eilent- - 1

y back to seat, for I bad only for
e.icreedeu m drawing her rrcm ner

ateatraction.
Soon we were motion again, not so rapid

aa terror tin long pane, .ac going oit
the of tbe city,
like reeidence aad ecartered"
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the open country beyond. Boos upon oar left
thre iBoaned up, tail aad gray against ti

wall af a large
All ee were turned to--

wxrd it, by a specie of faacinataoa. Ques-

tions were asked and answered, aad various
remark, all lmlicatiag later est. were made. I,
too, looked oat toward the tall staase wared rag,
surrounded by its wall of masonry, and cased
oa it with a sort magnetic awe. Fori had
learned that it waa the home proneed by the
Stat for ita unfortunate insane aa asylum
where shattered minds found such real aa re-

mained for them aa earth, where a few, under
kindest, moot jedicioos eare.progreeecd health-war-

and many alaa oaly weat groping in
their areTital blindness toward the world where,
at laat, in God infinite mercy, they see

I i still loaakrng at the fast receding w alls,
when I was star" led by a deep followed
by a heavy fall, and many exclamations of
(urpnee, aad a madden movement of those
around. I turn) to aee that the lady in black,
who had so interested me, had fallen arenas at
my feet.

aa instant 1 waa at ber eade. 1 raiaed
that pale face, now ia all Ita feature wan (ad
rigid aa if the deep swoon which ahe bad
fallen had been death, aad laat it apon ay
bosom. I chafed the cold and held the
flasTosthat some kind woman had proffered,
that she (sight inhale powerful perfume.

were plenty of willing helper, and
raiaed the poor lady aad laid her an a Beat, aad
pillowed ber head on the pile of eoft ahawla.
And by aad by a faint ting of color stole into
her white cheek, aad tbe breath quivered upon
ber lip, aad ttea abe opeaed her eye aad
gaied bewildered around.

By this time tbe train had (topped strut,
and either among the passenger, or from the
crowd at the station, a phymciaa waa found,
who came aad administered a cordial ; aad
soon, under ita influence, our patient aat up aad
put back her disordered hair, and, with patient
smile, announced herself quite well. But I
aaw aha waa not so, aad I sat down beside ber
reaorved to make ber ay frinnd, if poasihlc.
that I cany out a scheme which had al-
ready dawned in my mind.

waa shy ssd reserved, but I
succeeded. I had already knocked loudly at
be- - heart's door, and I was not lone in eatninr
entrance When, as boor later, the train
reached tbt where my (ester heed, whoi
1 bed coot to visit, I left, taking the a'anger
lady with ae.

That night she fell rerv i'L All tbe teasioi
her long-trie- d (trenrth relaaed abe droope.

from th nour tnat reartui swoon, and with-
in two weak my aia'er. ber eacellen' husband
and myself, who had watched ber to the last
hour of her laid ber beneath the sod
that green country bunal-grotra- There, all

t's sorrows past, "ahe aleept
ofBut before abe died we learned the story

war rare, am iia iatx crowning
Agnes Moun'fort St. John, th bearer of two

illustrious name, bad lived rive year ia Amer-
ica a widow, with an only bob ber pride, her
bop, ber darling, ber all that made her aad life
worth the living. She was the daughter af an
English rlrgvman, a deecndBt sf the old
Mountforte feadal t.aea. Her husband, a
St. John, sprung from tbe same lordly aneee'rv
a the famous Lord Bolingbroke, but a
younrer branch waa p fee. seed oaly a com-
petence. The bad married, content ta live
numbly if toge'her, aad had found life ia their
own lsod a bard atruggle One by one their
cbildrea bad died, nil oaly Stephen, the eldest
born, survived. Heavy expensea tbe coat

voting man's education, and scans losses,
bad" their little fortune, and baring
small inter- - ta help bim on anv aveatae
open to a in the old world, he be-
sought his parent to emigrate to America.
Th Hsa which bound theata the eld world .

were mrel rdTonal, for all of their respect -

ir immediate families were dead, and 'hough
they clung fondle to ta--rr satire land, tber
still wer to yield his request who
was so dear to bo

I shall pass over tbe two years that
tiieir Tttetr fe.rt.proved ample for their a aaaal m the saama.
style the chaser, a pieaaaa- -

and Staphet. afrplid hirasetf u th mis er C
lBIISS proieeeiori.aiBt ot tae ite.l.tn,
horn abb parent, aad raatrfho'iec te
liirh'es ail the paBC of their late reasotai from
the erene ia whwA their vee bad beer passe '

th close of Mr. St-- John sud-
den! aad died. In this terrfbl be-- r

a tease- - Ajmee leaaeal for aapnoft apon the
str-.n- arm her sob. ahe waa not utterly
alone, far ahe still had bob bed whom

here was evea more than th ord.-nar- y

aftVctioa and rmfideace of the Barred
that awe rat them. Th fead mother

could aat ba otter! miserable aa ahe looked
upon her aasaalmi", noble bar.

But fat had not done ita worst. Another,
a more terrible Borrow than say she had kaewa
menace ber.

Stephen K John was an ardent rnde-- . and
seldom rurled in thesaeietjef th villaee. Ia
facteanch aa hst! been souztrt, he ((Seldeea
eeen at aay tbe viHaate rrharllni until after
he waasdmit'el to th bar. aierj commenced the
practice of profession Hi. hanoome per-
son, the undeniable indicaUor.a of ht. hltrh rttrth
an !braiae,had procured him ,:?,;
before. Bat el me very oataelor his

he

of

bar he achieved swa regal triumpaa. that
at oace care turn a'andine is hit piuleaaion.
We Am encarta eimate merit by incee
to be a sutl'safal lawver was more to the
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portion luhahitaats ptsatauam aa
he a Mountforti Bt. Joan. The latter waa but
word, breath ; the something rrat.tan-mh- i.

just at with oa deeds aaat always b
CTeater a name.

He waa happy, and has aaoth- -r was proud
knot, nut be wa alreadv sttrsctine netir

makinc friends. Sl.e waa fentle and
or and benti berseir and eett valeee teas their
lone descent than those which make a
noblemnn the eon, and win the
bee' of ell tit lee that tat a awa.

Into the midst of cslm coatent ef their
live came a drnturbinr influence. St, John met,
at heme Jwar H.. hia fnead form,,
precep r. Lac i. An laes; pAc a b le
fasciaa io:. drew bim a1 once to her aide. Sit
charmed, she bewildered hia; aad all the time
she smiline- - arte. ad. ind eeemed to take
lifle a ed her new concur! St. Jobs
borne to think af her throearh res Isaahiuin to
dream ber when at laat he what teThate Lei
imare before him with has tret wakirar
moments.

He had no aecreta from has mother, aad he
told ber of his new experience. She Inalilil

a ahe aaw bow latraeel ai iliiiBat frying,
Perbape there a painful

twins' of JtoT, btwu her (II. aod eee
h.n vrn vet IliiiaaW ef tam B aa--

other awi sartre ( - . hat aia Is- - J
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wind to aee (noth'r take the pile- - ib
hi" heart that ah. mttl.-- r coal.t n. v. r till.

Hie wmrtit the acaeAisAarir of Wiae La- -

aalles, and found mrr, what ail tk wocM had
before arniimarai hir n rt'r rriiol. ue. l.tatt- -
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To tua aae ed aaceaic ail virtue,
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ld her person and her Mind.
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The end eatne on teoeoon. Miee iiorellea
epen' two aaontha is L. On the ere of her re-

turn to her c it v home St. ioiiti put hia ha pie to
the teat. He poured out hia whole eoul. all hia
pieeianate lore, all hit inrenae to
make her hia, and laid heart, baud, fortune,
proepectiva fame, aihrr feet. Aa he apoke ahe
regarded him with haughty aurprter, which he
waa le agitated to ebeerve. Whea be
eeded, ahe aehanghtihr, ta a few eerer wortta,
rejected him. Waa there no hope for the fu-
ture ? Nona. She could not pledge heraHf to
a poor lawyer with hia feataae vat to make.

dreea lu naienta had
e.lucated her for luce a fate --he had no roca-Uo- a

for tt
And then sh walked prondlj fmm th' room,

and St. Jaho, bewildered, aluaaed, went alew-- I

y homeward. He locked haraaelf into hie room.
Not eeen mother eoald comfort htm nw
Neat morning he waa found raring ingdehjium.

brain feeer, tbe reealt perhapa of low and
iat eftee stud v. aggravated and baateaed by the
aback he bad received, bad now artted him.
For days and he a'.ruggled with diseiae,
and bis etrackea mother watdied him
through fearful alteration of hope (ad rear.

At Irngth hearth (lowly returned. Btt ahe
who watched him aaw, with panga unuterable.
that the rod-li-ke awed been shattered in
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